FOR IMMEDIATE USE - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2009
ONLY WAY IS UP FOR NEW ECO-FRIENDLY OFFICE AND HOTEL DEVELOPMENT 
Tired of hunting for that elusive city centre parking space? Here’s one way to solve the problem - hire a 150-foot crane and simply rise to the challenge.
The company behind the £75 million iQ office and hotel development in the heart of Aberdeen decided today to lift the pre-Christmas spirits of city centre shoppers and workers by hoisting a car above the main building.
Appropriately, the vehicle in question was the new iQ, Toyota's low emission city car.
And the woman in the driving seat was none other than Sarah Finlay, Miss Earth Scotland, who went along to see the stunning new development which incorporates some of the latest advances in green technology.
Although the hoisting of the car had Aberdonians wondering if city centre parking space really had become even tighter, the Justice Mill Lane development will include 260 underground car-parking spaces.
Through creative and clever design and the use of pioneering energy-saving techniques, the office development will be an impressive 30% more efficient than current regulations demand.
Sarah, who has just returned from the Miss Earth World contest in the Philippines, said: ‘It’s encouraging to see that new city centre developments like iQ can be very functional and attractive to look at but at the same time very efficient and environmentally sensitive.
'In the week that world leaders are meeting in Copenhagen to try to agree a climate change strategy, this is precisely the kind of initiative that we need and I hope other developers will follow the iQ example.' 
The fact that the car and the office and hotel development share a common name is pure coincidence - but they certainly made a good match since both represent clever ways of addressing the green agenda.
The car was one of two bought by iQ developer Hazledene Group to promote the eco-friendly credentials of the office and hotel project which is due to be completed next summer.
The complex will help meet a serious shortage of prime office space in the heart of Europe’s oil capital and has already led to keen national and international interest in a new state-of-the art development.
The development, on the former site of the Satrosphere Science Centre, got underway in September 2008 when First Minister Alex Salmond broke the first turf. 
Designed by Richard Murphy Architects, winners of 17 RIBA awards, the project has proceeded unhindered in the teeth of recession and is testament to developer Hazledene Group’s foresight and forward-thinking. 
‘It’s very pleasing that iQ is already attracting a great deal of attention – both domestically and internationally – not least because it has been built with environmental considerations at the forefront of the planning and development,’ said Hazledene chief executive Mark Shaw, who is originally from Aberdeen. 
The iQ project encapsulates 125,000 square feet of ultra-modern office accommodation, built largely from glass and concrete, and a 185-bed Rezidor Park Inn hotel, the 100th of its kind in the world. 
One of the key features of the prime site office accommodation is its west end location and its pioneering eco-friendly design. The low-energy air conditioning system utilises fresh air when the outside temperature is below 19 degrees C, making it 40% more energy-efficient than conventional systems and providing a pleasant and healthy indoor atmosphere. 
The designers have also ingeniously used exposed concrete ceilings to cool the air in the office spaces overnight, ready for the next day, while major emphasis has been placed on maximising the use of natural light.
The six-storey building is close to the city’s main shopping thoroughfare and less than half-a-mile from the main rail and bus stations. The main contractor is Miller Construction whose crane hoisted the iQ car.
iQ’s vital statistics are impressive - 3,451 square metres of glass; 11,606 square metres of Grade A hi-tech office accommodation; a 2,700 cubic metre atrium housing a steel helical staircase and 722 square metres of high-level external terracing.  
iQ Aberdeen is a prime component in one of the most ambitious development portfolios in Scotland.  Edinburgh-based Hazledene Group is well advanced with projects worth around £200 million, at today’s values, across the country.
 
The company is a key player in the Inverness Estates consortium which aims to create a £100 million new town centre to the east of the Highland capital – straddling the A96 Aberdeen road – which is by far the largest single land and property development in the country.  
The consortium is driving the 15-year project that will see the suburbs of Culloden, Smithton and Balloch sharing a new town centre that will include a super-store, community facilities, schools, churches, hotels, shopping arcades, offices and more than 2,500 new homes.  
On an adjoining site, the University of the Highlands will build its main campus.
Hazledene also recently unveiled plans for an £85 million waterside community which will be built on reclaimed brownfield and former industrial land near Shotts in Lanarkshire. It also has planning approval for a number of residential sites including 200 homes at Coalsnaughton, Clackmannanshire, and 50 at Mount Ellen, near Gartcosh in Lanarkshire.  
A key feature of the iQ office development is its flexibility in that it can be split into units as small as 7,500 square feet or let as a complete entity of 125,000 square feet. 
Arron Finnie, a partner at joint letting agents Ryden in Aberdeen, described interest in the iQ project as ‘extremely keen’. 
He added: ‘We have already received interest from a number of parties across various sectors. With its impressive environmental credentials, quality of finish and stunning south-facing high-level terraces, we are not surprised that there have already been a high number of enquiries from potential occupiers. 
‘Due to the constraints within the financial markets there is a dearth of speculative development, both currently on-site and likely to come on-stream in the near future. We are therefore delighted with the timing of iQ which will be well placed to satisfy demand which is beginning to strengthen.’  
Notes to editors: 
Further technical information about the project can be downloaded at www.aberdeeniq.co.uk
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Richard Murphy Architects was founded in 1991. Its early reputation was built on highly crafted and innovative domestic work in the Edinburgh area.Th e practice has since won an unprecedented 17 RIBA Awards, and has considerable experience in the Arts, Education, Housing, Health, Public and Community use and Masterplanning.
[image: image2.png]miller construction



Miller Construction is part of the Miller Group which is the UK's largest privately owned Housebuilding, Property Development and Construction business and is the iQ project main contractor.
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Halliday Fraser Munro are the iQ development project managers.
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Donald Begg Ryden and Donald Begg are joint letting agents for the iQ development.
